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“Water Drops” Essays Available for Public Radio

MEETINGS
Northern Eurasia in the Global Earth System
Northern Eurasia Land Surface Properties and Change 
and Its Role in the Global Earth System 
Aspen, Colorado, 12–17 August 2007 

Northern Eurasia is undergoing signifi cant 

changes associated with warming climate 

and with socioeconomic changes during the 

entire twentieth century. Climatic changes 

over this vast landmass interact and affect 

the rate of global change through atmo-

spheric circulation and through strong bio-

geophysical and biogeochemical couplings. 

Current and future interactions and feed-

backs to the global system of this carbon-

rich, cold-region component of the Earth 

system remain to a large extent unknown. 

The Northern Eurasia Earth Science Part-

nership Initiative (NEESPI; http://neespi.

org), an international and interdisciplinary 

program, was established to address these 

issues. NEESPI’s overarching science ques-

tion is, How do we develop our predictive 

capability of terrestrial ecosystems dynam-

ics over northern Eurasia for the 21st cen-

tury to support global projections as well as 

informed decision-making and numerous 

practical applications in the region? Since 

2004, more than 100 international research 

projects have joined NEESPI, and the initia-

tive has been endorsed by several interna-

tional programs and projects. 

The goal of the recent workshop was 

to provide a venue for scientists from the 

climate and Earth system modeling and 

NEESPI communities to identify gaps and 

uncertainties in modeling across scales and 

observations in northern Eurasian systems. 

Three workshop objectives were as follows: 

(1) evaluation of the state-of-the-art model-

ing efforts in the region along three spatial 

scales: microscale (or at the process level), 

regional scale (or within major biomes of the 

region and in the transitional zones between 

them), and global scale; (2) development of 

recommendations for collaboration between 

the global Earth modeling community and 

the NEESPI region researchers; and (3) iden-

tifi cation of missing research topics critical 

for achievement of the NEESPI objectives and 

thus for global change research. 

The Eos electronic supplement to this 

workshop report (see http://www.agu.org/

eos_elec/) summarizes the current status 

of changes across the NEESPI domain, sets 

up major research priorities in the NEESPI 

domain, identifi es the ongoing modeling 

efforts relevant to NEESPI, outlines missing 

links and defi ciencies in data and process 

knowledge, and develops a set of recom-

mendations and action items that will fur-

ther advance the initiative toward its objec-

tives. Taking into account global importance 

of changes in terrestrial carbon cycle in 

high latitudes, special attention was paid 

to local- to regional-scale biogeochemis-

try modeling for the NEESPI region and its 

linkage with regional hydrometeorological 

modeling. Among recommendations, the 

workshop stressed the need for performing 

multiple model intercomparisons over north-

ern high latitudes (north of 45°N), focusing 

on the NEESPI domain. To make this rec-

ommendation happen, a protocol and road 

map were developed. 

The workshop was held at the Aspen 

Global Change Institute as part of its sum-

mer interdisciplinary sessions with sup-

port from NASA and the U.S. Department 

of Energy. The authors acknowledge contri-

butions from the participants of the Aspen 

workshop (list of workshop participants 

is available at http://neespi.org/meetings/

Aspen2007_Workshop_Participants.pdf).

—PAVEL GROISMAN, University Corporation for 
Atmospheric Research, NOAA National Climatic 
Data Center, Asheville, N. C.; IRINA SOKOLIK, Georgia 
Institute of Technology, Atlanta; KATHY HIBBARD and 
GUY BRASSEUR, National Center for Atmospheric 
Research, Boulder, Colo.; JOHN KATZENBERGER, 
Aspen Global Change Institute, Aspen, Colo. 

In Brief
Unlocking Australia’s oil and gas 

reserves A collaboration to unlock 

stranded offshore oil and gas reserves 

through improved underwater pipeline 

design was launched in Perth, Australia, 

on 31 October. Called the Wealth From 

Oceans National Research Flagship’s Col-

laboration Cluster on Subsea Pipelines, 

the A$11 million program brings together 

the research capabilities of Australia’s 

Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 

Research Organisation (CSIRO) and six 

universities. With more than 80% of Aus-

tralia’s gas resources likely lying as far as 

300 kilometers offshore at a depth greater 

than 1 kilometer, Flagship director Kate 

Wilson said that realizing the full poten-

tial of these resources requires develop-

ing economically viable and environmen-

tally sound transportation technologies. 

“Projects will investigate seabed character-

ization and morphology, structural integ-

rity, pipeline monitoring, geohazards, and 

full-life reliability. This will involve every-

thing from sophisticated computer model-

ing and seafloor movement prediction to 

understanding tsunami effects and exploring 

the use of autonomous underwater and 

remotely operated vehicles.”

New U.S. drought Web site A new U.S. 

Drought Portal Web site will help provide 

early warnings about droughts, offer infor-

mation about risk and impact of droughts 

to different agencies and stakeholders, and 

explain how to plan for and manage the 

impacts of droughts. The portal (http://

www.drought.gov), unveiled by the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA) on 1 November, was developed as 

part of the National Integrated Drought Infor-

mation System (NIDIS).  The NIDIS implemen-

tation plan also calls for integrating and fos-

tering drought mitigation strategies through 

research, preparedness, education, and pub-

lic awareness as well as developing pilot pro-

grams for the design and implementation of 

early warning systems in selected locations. 

The portal “centralizes drought information 

in an unprecedented manner, and paves the 

way for planned early warning system devel-

opment pilots in select watersheds and states 

across the U.S.,” said Roger Pulwarty, direc-

tor of the NIDIS program offi ce located on 

NOAA’s campus in Boulder, Colo.

—RANDY SHOWSTACK, Staff Writer

M E E T I N G
A N N O U N C E M E N T S

9 December 2007 NSF-MARGINS Interdis-
ciplinary Mini-Workshop: Data Resources 
for the Geosciences, San Francisco, California, 
USA. Sponsors: U.S. National Science Founda-
tion (NSF)-MARGINS; Marine Geoscience Data 
System; Geoinformatics for Geochemistry. 
(C. Kandel, MARGINS Office, Department of 
Earth Sciences, Boston University, 675 Common-
wealth Avenue, Boston, Mass., USA; Tel.: +1-617-
358-4624; Fax: +1-617-353-3290; E-mail: margins
@nsf-margins.org; Web site: http://www.nsf-margins
.org)

This pre-AGU Fall Meeting workshop will pro-
vide an informal introduction to free data re-
sources: GeoMapApp (a data visualization and 
exploration tool) and the online geochemistry 

■ database systems EarthChem, PetDB, and SedDB. 

7–10 January 2008 46th American Institute of 
Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) Aero-
space Sciences Meeting and Exhibit, Reno, Ne-
vada, USA. Sponsors: AIAA; Aerospace America. 
(Conference Manager, AIAA Headquarters, 1801 
Alexander Bell Drive, Suite 500, Reston, Va., USA; 
Tel.: +1-703-264-7500; Fax: +1-703-264-7551; E-mail: 
custserv@aiaa.org; Web site: http://www.aiaa.org/
content.cfm?pageid=230&lumeetingid=1065)

The program will cover a wide range of aero-
space topics, including aircraft design, aerody-
namic management technology, atmospheric and 
space environment, and computer systems.

■

“Water Drops” are 90-second essays on 

water science, hydrology, culture, history, 

organizations, law, and policy that have 

aired weekly on radio station WRVO-FM in 

Oswego, N. Y., since January 2006. Created 

for the lay public with a basic understand-

ing of Earth science, the 133 essays now 

are available on Public Radio Exchange 

(http://www.prx.org) for free use by public 

radio stations, according to terms set forth 

at the Exchange Web site that include cit-

ing appropriate credits. If aired weekly, 

there are enough essays for 2.5 years of 

radio programming.

The essays were created and recorded by 

Peter E. Black, Distinguished Teaching Pro-

fessor of Water and Related Land Resources, 

Emeritus, at the College of Environmental 

Science and Forestry (ESF) at the State Uni-

versity of New York in Syracuse, and Chris-

topher P. Baycura, a producer at ESF. Mark 

Lavonier of WRVO composed original music.

A complete title list and a downloadable 

Excel spreadsheet that includes sugges-

tions for airing the essays is available at the 

Web site http://www.watershedhydrology.

com. Contact your local station if you are, or 

know of, a potential underwriter for a pub-

lic radio station and want the broadcasts to 

air locally.

—PETER E. BLACK, College of Environmental 
Science and Forestry, State University of New York, 
Syracuse; E-mail: peblack@esf.edu.




