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~80% of total P deposited on continental margins 
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• Total P versus reactive P 
• ~80% of total P deposited on continental margins 

• Sea level changes, reworking, shifting 
depocenters 
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What happens when CFA is exposed to subaerial 
weathering? 

Released via congruent weathering reaction 

Ca5 (PO4)3OH  +  4H2CO3   5Ca2+ + 3HPO4
2- + 4HCO3

1- + H2O 

H2CO3—both rainwater and elevated pCO2 from root respiration 

Release also facilitated by phosphatase enzyme and mycorrhizal fungi 
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Records of Phosphorus accumulation 






