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Pop Quiz via Gavin Schmidt 

1.  Scientists should communicate more about what they do and find. 

2.  Funding for scientific research should be a higher priority. 

3.  People should understand the basics of the greenhouse effect. 

4. Global warming should be in high school science curriculum. 

5. Geoengineering should be seriously considered. 

6.  There should be a price on carbon emissions. 

7.  The only solution to global warming is nuclear power. 

How bright is the line actually? 



Responsible Advocacy (via Dr. Schneider): 

-know your values 

-make them explicit 

-don’t let them distort your subjective 
priors on issues of “fact” 

-defend them separately from debates 
over probabilities/consequences 



Meyer et al 2010 



“You have your science and I have mine.” 
                                           -I think I made this up, but someone else has 
                                            probably said it. 

Biggest personal challenges as a scientist-advocate 



Biggest personal challenges as a scientist-advocate 

Speaking only to  
your expertise 



“Double ethical bind” 

Broader community challenges 



Dennison et al 2014 

Not allowing the brush strokes to get too broad,  
but keeping the message 



Make information local* 

*when scientifically appropriate and defensible 





Guiding (willing) scientists from the realm of  
“is” to “ought” 

David Hume 

Roles for AGCI and the broader  
Global Change community 


