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“Science	
  is	
  not	
  
finished	
  un/l	
  it’s	
  
communicated.”	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  -­‐	
  	
  Sir	
  Mark	
  Walport,	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  UK’s	
  Chief	
  Scien+fic	
  Advisor	
  







Smartening	
  Up	
  Communica+on	
  

•  Consider	
  your	
  audience’s	
  values	
  &	
  concerns	
  
•  CraH	
  a	
  few	
  simple	
  messages	
  

•  Avoid	
  jargon	
  and	
  too	
  much	
  detail	
  

•  Use	
  imagery,	
  metaphor,	
  story	
  

•  Lead	
  with	
  what	
  you	
  know	
  
•  Describe	
  both	
  threat	
  and	
  opportunity	
  



Words	
  that	
  mean	
  different	
  things	
  

Aerosol  



Enhance 

After 

Before 



Positive Feedback 



Somerville and Hassol, Physics Today, Oct. 2011 



Aerosol Uncertainty Anomaly 
Enhance Risk Disruptive 
Positive Bias Extra 
Negative Exotic Proposal 
Feedback Agent Sequestration 
Radiation Species Literature 
Theory Organic Regime 
Error Enrichment Sign 
Ozone Nutrient User 
Model Commitment  Mean 
Sensitivity Fix  Discipline 
Reservoir Transient Manipulation 
Ecology Idealized Scheme 
Settlement Driver Trick 

Words	
  that	
  mean	
  different	
  things	
  



“The balance of evidence suggests that it is ‘very 
likely’ (probability greater than 90%) that the British 
are coming. I am not advocating any particular 
mitigation or adaptation response.”    

     - Paul Revere, if he had been a climate scientist 

 thanks to Mark Boslough PhD, Sandia Lab 



“Climate change, 
once considered an 
issue for a distant 
future, has moved 
firmly into the 
present.” 

Happening Now 

Affecting Americans 

Important Opportunities 





“What’s	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  having	
  developed	
  a	
  science	
  
well	
  enough	
  to	
  make	
  predic+ons	
  if,	
  in	
  the	
  end,	
  
all	
  we’re	
  willing	
  to	
  do	
  is	
  stand	
  around	
  and	
  wait	
  

for	
  them	
  to	
  come	
  true?”	
  	
  

F.	
  Sherwood	
  Rowland	
  




