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USAID at a glance 

•  An independent agency under the general 
policy guidance of the US Secretary of State 

•  Operating in 100 countries with over 75 field 
offices 

•  $ billions invested annually in: 

•  Water and sanitation 
•  Agriculture 
•  Democracy & governance 
•  Economic growth & trade 
•  Environment 

•  Education & training  
•  Health 
•  Humanitarian assistance 
 



USAID’s Climate Change Program   

Overall Goal: Assist countries as they develop in ways that reduce 
emissions while building resilience to climate change impacts 
 

Clean Energy: 23 countries, 11 Regions/Bureaus 
Reducing net GHG emissions by spurring the deployment of clean energy 
technologies. Priority areas: energy efficiency, low-carbon energy, clean 
transport, and energy sector reforms.  
 

Sustainable Landscapes: 14 Countries, 5 Regions/Bureaus 
Reducing net greenhouse gas emissions from the land use sector (e.g., tropical 
forest destruction and degradation) and augmenting sequestration of carbon in 
landscapes, including building capacity to measure, report, and verify emissions 
reductions. 
 

Adaptation: 19 Countries, 12 Regions/Bureaus  
Building capacity in vulnerable countries and communities to prepare for, reduce, 
or cope with negative impacts of climate change; Designing resilience into 
development assistance. 



USAID’s Climate and Development Strategy 

•  Adaptation emphasizes: 
•  Highly vulnerable 

countries 
•  Ability or willingness 

to respond 
•  LDCS, SIDS, Glacier-

dependent countries 



 
From Casey Brown, IRI 
 



Weather, Climate, and Economics 

•  Developing country 
economies concentrated in 
climate sensitive sectors 

•  ~70% of developing 
country populations derive 
income from agriculture  
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Current 
challenges: 
 
Vulnerable 
economy 
• At-risk assets and 
populations 

• Weak governance 
• Missing incentives 
and policies 

Poor energy 
services 
• Poor market 
conditions 

• Inefficient 
technologies 

Desired outcomes: 
 
Resilience to 
shocks, 
development 
objectives met  
• Equitable, reliable 
access to productive 
livelihoods, health, 
education 
• Safety from climate-
related disasters 
• Adequate, clean 
energy 

GCC	
  Adapta)on	
  Inputs	
  

Climate-­‐resilient	
  growth	
  

Low	
  carbon	
  development	
  

GCC	
  Mi)ga)on	
  Inputs	
  

Low Carbon, Climate Resilient Growth 

Economic and social development 



Climate Stress in the Development Context 

Economic drivers / Social development objectives: 
  Tourism, Agriculture, Manufacturing 

 
Inputs or essential conditions: 

Natural environment, fresh water, energy, transport 
systems, labor, safety, governance, policy, financing, 

public awareness 
 

Stressors (climate, non-climate): 
Changes in rainfall, temperature, SLR, corruption, 

pollution 
 

Interventions: 
Information, capacity building, public awareness, 

freshwater management, coastal/marine management 
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Interna'onally	
  
Compe''ve	
  Industry	
  

Structures	
  
(Vision	
  2030	
  Outcome)	
  

Tourism	
  
(Sector)	
  

Labor	
  
(Input)	
  

Security/safety	
  
(Enabling	
  condi'on)	
  	
  

Beaches	
  
(Input)	
  

Coral	
  reefs	
  	
  
(Input)	
  

Reliable	
  transporta'on	
  
	
  (Enabling	
  condi'on)	
  	
  

Lack	
  of	
  
access	
  to	
  
training	
  

Flooding	
   Sea	
  level	
  
rise	
  

Greater	
  
rainfall	
  
intensity	
  

Warmer	
  
temps	
  

Sea	
  level	
  
rise	
  

Reliable	
  electricity	
  
supply	
  

	
  (Enabling	
  condi'on)	
  	
  

Tropical	
  
storms	
  

Warmer	
  
temps	
  

Over-­‐
fishing	
  

Pollu'on	
  

Pollu'on	
  

Fuel	
  costs	
  

Energy	
  
costs	
  



Enforce	
  exis'ng	
  
laws	
  &	
  

regula'ons	
  

Beaches	
  
(Input)	
  

Sea	
  walls,	
  groins,	
  
other	
  manmade	
  
beach	
  defenses	
  

Ar'ficial	
  reefs	
  

Restore	
  coastal	
  
vegeta'on	
  

Beach	
  
nourishment	
  

Share	
  lessons	
  
learned	
  

Improve	
  coastal	
  
resources	
  

management	
  

Update	
  
engineering	
  and	
  
design	
  standards	
  

Raise	
  public	
  
awareness	
  

Train	
  developers	
  
&	
  contractors	
  in	
  
more	
  resilient	
  
approaches	
  

Policies	
  to	
  
complement	
  on-­‐

the-­‐ground	
  
ac'ons	
  

Update	
  zoning	
  
regula'ons	
  &	
  
building	
  codes	
  

Flooding	
  
Sea	
  level	
  

rise	
  

Pollu'on	
  
Analyze	
  &	
  
disseminate	
  
weather	
  &	
  
climate	
  info.	
  



 
 

Stresses Vulnerability 
Exposure 

 
What 
• Infrastruct. 
• Populations 
• Ecosystms 
Where 
• Coastal 

zone 
• Estuaries 

Adaptive 
capacity 

 
• EWS 
• Governance 
• Multiple 
sources 

• Skilled 
decision-
makers 

Sensitivity 

• Quality of 
infrastruct. 

• Type of 
water 
source 

• Housing 
• Health 

status 

Objective: Health, productivity, food 

Analysis: from Objective to Response 

Inputs: Infrastructure, water, ecosystems, 
management, information, climate, policy 

• Poor 
infrastructure, 
maintenance 
• Lack of 
regulation 
• Increasing 
temps 
• Rainfall 
variability 
• Pollution  

Potential Impacts 

• Damaged 
Infrastructure 

• Illness 
• Lost 
productivity 

• Food 
insecurity 

Responses 
• Re-site activities/infrastructure 
• Restore watersheds 
•  Improve infrastructure 

• Provide forecasts 
• Train managers 
• Reduce demand 

 



Some Challenges to Adaptation 

Technical 
•  Poor historical records 
•  Poor current weather 

data 
•  Low local capacity 
•  GCM uncertainty 
•  Poorly adapted to 

current conditions 
•  Matching scale of 

decisions to scale of 
information  

Social 
•  Competing Interests 
•  Too many challenges 
•  “more pressing needs” 
•  Poor understanding of 

climate change 
•  Poor understanding of 

development 
•  Intimidating topic 
•  Limited experience  
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USAID’s Adaptation case studies 

•  Honduras: coastal zone 
development 

•  Mali: rice and potato 
production  

•  South Africa: municipal water 
sources 

•  Thailand: fisheries, rice 
production 

•  Madagascar: protected areas 
management and livelihoods 

•  Coastal Hazards: building 
resilience to multiple hazards  

•  Andes/Himalaya: adapting to 
a world without glaciers 

•  West Africa: improving 
information for decision 
making 



Thank You 

•  USAID Climate Page 
–  http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/environment/climate/index.html  

•  State Department Fast Start Finance 
–  http://www.state.gov/g/oes/rls/rpts/faststart/index.htm  

•  Climate One Stop 
–  http://arcserver4.iagt.org/climate1stop/  


