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BREXIT



Our	
  food	
  system	
  is	
  shaped	
  by	
  an	
  
interaction	
  of:

• Trade	
  policy	
  
– Tariffs	
  and	
  non-­‐tariff	
  
barriers

• Agricultural	
  
support/incentives

• Regulatory	
  policy	
  (food,	
  
water,	
  air,	
  biodiversity	
  etc)

• Exchange	
  rate/Economic	
  
performance



Food	
  imports

• If	
  not	
  EU	
  then	
  where?
• What	
  comes	
  with	
  it?
– “food	
  standards”	
  e.g.	
  pathogen	
  
reduction	
  treatments	
  (PRTs)

– Quality/reliability
– Price
– Impacts	
  on	
  livelihoods
– Impacts	
  on	
  environment

• How	
  does	
  it	
  compare	
  to	
  UK-­‐grown	
  
food	
  and	
  expectations
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WHAT	
  ARE	
  WE	
  DOING	
  RE	
  F&V	
  
SUPPLY	
  CHAINS?



Public	
  funding	
  (searchable	
  at	
  https://gtr.ukri.org/)



Universities	
  and	
  colleges



Independent	
  research	
  institutes



Levy	
  board



Industry



GFS	
  resilience	
  programme

https://www.foodsecurity.ac.uk/blog/bananas-­‐at-­‐a-­‐crossroads/

https://www.foodsecurity.ac.uk/research/food-­‐system-­‐resilience/



Resilience	
  thinking

• Resilience	
  and	
  ecology	
  →	
  
resilience	
  and	
  food	
  (+	
  financial,	
  
+	
  climate)	
  systems	
  (May,	
  
Beddington,	
  Godfray,	
  Benton)



Food	
  system	
  resilience	
  
depends	
  on	
  many	
  factors

Weather	
  shocks
Pests,	
  diseases
Input	
  shocks
Regulatory	
  shocks
Geopols and	
  trade

(Homer-­‐Dixon et	
  al. 2015;	
  Puma et	
  al. 2015;	
  Marianela et	
  
al. 2016;	
  Philippeet	
  al. 2016;	
  Tadasseet	
  al. 2016;	
  
Challinor,	
  Adger &	
  Benton	
  2017,	
  Challinor	
  et	
  al, 2018)

Intensification	
  
pressure



Resilience	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  normative	
  concept

The	
  system	
  as	
  a	
  
whole	
  is	
  very	
  
resilient	
  to	
  

transformation	
  
to	
  a	
  “better”	
  

state

Food	
  system	
  functioning

worse current better

Food	
  system	
  governance	
  
(WTO,	
  ag	
  policies,	
  market	
  
forces	
  and	
  concentration)

worse current better



Summary

• Brexit	
  is	
  focussing	
  minds	
  on	
  food	
  
supply	
  chains;	
  F&V	
  espescially

• The	
  UK	
  recognises	
  the	
  importance	
  
of	
  F&V	
  (some	
  discussions	
  about	
  
moving	
  to	
  “preventative	
  health	
  
care	
  in	
  future”	
  and	
  need	
  for	
  
better	
  diets)	
  
– But	
  is	
  not	
  doing	
  enough…

• There	
  is	
  strong	
  recognition	
  of	
  
resilience	
  as	
  a	
  key	
  concept
– But	
  mainly	
  as	
  “normative	
  resilience”



Thank	
  you!
t.g.benton@leeds.ac.uk

@timgbenton


